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APRIL MEETING, 1885. 

The Annual Meeting was held on Thursday, the 9th instant, 
at twelve o'clock, M. ; the Hon. Robert C. Winthrop in the 
chair. 

The Recording Secretary's report of the previous meeting 
was read and accepted. 

Among the donations to the Library for the past month, the 
Librarian mentioned the gift of twenty-eight volumes from 
the children of the late Admiral Preble ; and two volumes 
of the " Narrative and Critical History of America," from 
Messrs. J. R. Osgood & Co., the publishers. It was voted 
that grateful acknowledgment's be made for these acceptable 
gifts. 

The Corresponding Secretary announced that the Hon. 
J. L. M. Curry and Mr. Amos Perry had accepted their elec- 
tion as Corresponding Members. 

The President then said : — 

We have come once more, Gentlemen, to our Annual Meet- 
ing, — the ninety- fourth since the Society was founded. But, 
agreeably to our usage, we will proceed with the ordinary 
business of a monthly meeting, and leave the Annual Reports 
and the election of officers to come last. 

Before calling, however, for communications from others, 
I may mention several historical works which have reached 
me since our last meeting, and which are likely to attract 
some well-deserved attention. 

First, there is a new volume of Dr. Brinton's " Library of 
Aboriginal American Literature." It is the fifth volume of 
the series, and is entitled " The Lenape" and their Legends ; " 
with the complete text and symbols of the " Walam Olum, 
or Red Score of the Len&pe," and with a new translation, 
and an inquiry into its authenticity. Dr. Brinton is a Pro- 
fessor of Ethnology and Archaeology at the Academy of 
Natural Sciences in Philadelphia, and he has recently deliv- 
ered a course of our Lowell Lectures. His new volume 
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contains much of interesting and instructive matter about 
the Algonquin languages and tribes. 

A second work, of much greater general interest, is the 
" History of the Huguenot Emigration to America," in two 
volumes, by the Rev. Charles W/ Baird, D.D., of New York. 
Dr. Charles Baird is a brother of Dr. Henry Baird, whose 
name is on our Corresponding Roll, and who has written an 
able and elaborate account of the Huguenots in France. The 
present work is full of interesting details of not a few of our 
American families whose ancestors came over on the Revoca- 
tion of the Edict of Nantes, and settled in South Carolina, 
New York, Massachusetts, and elsewhere. The settlement at 
Oxford, in Massachusetts, is noticed quite at length; and there 
is a print of the monument in memory of the settlers there, 
which was dedicated as lately as October last. 

A third and still more notable work is " The Narrative 
and Critical History of America," of which two noble volumes, 
the third and fourth, have appeared within a week or two 
past. I dare not attempt to speak of volumes so varied in 
contents and so rich in illustration. The third volume is 
especially remarkable, and contains papers of the highest 
value, and many of them of particular interest to New Eng- 
land ers, from pens which give authority to all they write. 
Our own Society is represented most honorably in its chapters, 
and, above all, in the general direction of the work, as well as 
in important contributions to it, by our accomplished Corre- 
sponding Secretary, Mr. Winsor, whose " Memorial History 
of Boston" and now this "Narrative and Critical History of 
America " entitle him to the gratitude of all laborers in the 
historical field. 

Meantime we must not forget the fruits of labor still nearer 
home. Our Secretary and the Publishing Committee furnish 
us to-day with a new volume of Proceedings, bringing down 
our record to the last meeting but one, and furnishing fresh 
evidence of the devotion of our faithful Secretary, to whom 
and the Publishing Committee our thanks are most justly 
due. 

I must not omit to call your attention to an interesting 
Heliotype, handsomely framed, for which we are indebted to 
the Mayor of Charleston, S. C, who accompanied it with the 
following letter: — 

8 
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Charleston, S. C, March 26, 1885. 
To the Officers and Members of the 

Massachusetts Historical Society: — 

I have sent you by express a heliotype of the Great Seal of the 
Lords Proprietors of Carolina, and the fac-simile of their signatures, 
mounted. 

In my recent study of the Colonial period in connection with the 
Centennial of the City of Charleston, I found, after much search, these 
original autographs, and an impression of the seal, in the Public Record 
Office, London ; and they were of such interest to me that I have had 
a limited number of copies prepared, and would be pleased to have one 
preserved by the Historical Societies of the " Old Thirteen " States. 

In this spirit I deposit a copy with you, in the hope that my thought 
may prove acceptable ; and with my best wishes for your Society, I 
have the honor to remain 

Your very obedient servant, 

Wm. A. Couktenat. 

The thanks of the Society were unanimously voted to the 
Hon. Mr. Courtenay for his acceptable gift. 

The Pbesident presented for the Cabinet one of the medals 
which had been struck to commemorate the dedication of the 
Washington Monument, and then said that he would delay 
no longer in calling for communications from the Second 
Section. 

Mr. R. C. Winthrop, Jr., made some remarks explanatory 
of what he had said at the February meeting concerning the 
refusal of Katharine Winthrop to many Chief Justice Sewall. 

Mr. Hassam read portions from certain documents, lately 
discovered in England by Mr. Henry F. Waters, which throw 
light upon the parentage of John Harvard. Among them was 
an extract from the will of his mother, who married again, 
which was dated July 2, 1635, and had hitherto escaped the 
notice of all antiquaries. 

The business of the Annual Meeting was then taken up, 
and the following reports were presented : — 

Report of the Council. 

The absence from home of Mr. Adams, Chairman of the 
Executive Committee of the Council, makes it the duty of the 
undersigned to present to the Society the Annual Report. The 
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condition of the Society is such as to be a matter of general 
congratulation. A large amount of literary work has been 
done by the members, and eight thousand dollars of the mort- 
gage debt has been paid off, leaving only ten thousand dollars 
still due. Nor have the changes in our list of members been 
so numerous as they have been in some former years. We 
have lost three of our number by death : the Hon. Stephen 
Salisbury, President of the American Antiquarian Society, 
Admiral Preble, and Mr. John C. Phillips. Two have resigned ; 
and one of these, Mr. Ellis Ames, who for more than thirty 
years had been such a familiar figure at the Society's meetings, 
died within a few days after he had terminated his connection 
with us. From our roll of Corresponding Members we have 
also lost the venerable Dr. Blagden, who for forty years was 
a Resident Member, and the Rev. William Barry, likewise a 
former Resident Member, and who, since his removal from 
Massachusetts, has done good service in the cause of historical 
research, as Secretary of the Chicago Historical Society. Three 
Resident Members have been elected during the year, — 
William G. Russell, Edward J. Lowell, and Edward Channing, 
— and there are now two vacancies. The Hon. J. L. M. Curry, 
of Richmond, Virginia, and Mr. Amos Perry, of Providence, 
Rhode Island, have been elected Corresponding Members. 

A new volume of Collections, being the ninth volume of the 
Fifth Series, and containing a selection from the Trumbull 
Papers, has been issued by a committee, of which Mr. Deane 
was chairman ; and a volume of Proceedings, being the first 
volume of a new series, will be distributed among the mem- 
bers at this meeting. An Index of the first twenty volumes 
of the Proceedings, the need of which has long been felt, is 
preparing, and will doubtless be printed during the ensuing 
year. 

The completion of the National Monument to Washington, 
so long building at the Capital, is especially interesting to us, 
from the fact that our President, who delivered the oration at 
the laying of the corner-stone, July 4, 1848, was, by invitation 
of Congress, the orator at the dedication of this giant structure, 
nearly thirty-seven years afterward, on the 22d of February, 
1885, — a most interesting and probably unprecedented occur- 
rence, which we and the entire Commonwealth may regard 
with just satisfaction and pride. The alarming illness from 
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which Mr. Winthrop has but just recovered, and which de- 
prived the Society of his presence and assistance during many 
months, prevented his delivering the oration in person ; and it 
was read from his manuscript, by Mr. Long, one of the repre- 
sentatives in Congress from Massachusetts. 

Another very interesting anniversary to all American lovers 
of learning and literature took place in England, last June, in 
the Tercentennial Celebration of the founding of Emmanuel 
College, Cambridge, — the mother, through Harvard, of all 
American colleges, — and at which two of our members, Mr. 
Lowell, the United States Minister to Great Britain, and Mr. 
Norton, as a delegate from Harvard University, were present, 
and took part in the proceedings. 

The most important contribution to American history during 
the year has been Mr. Parkman's two volumes on Montcalm 
and Wolfe, the most valuable and interesting which has yet 
been published of his brilliant historical sketches on " France 
and England in North America." Besides this, our venerable 
associate Mr. Sibley has completed the third volume of the 
"Biographical Sketches of the Graduates of Harvard Univer- 
sity," and it is now passing through the press. Dr. Holmes has 
published a most appreciative Life of Emerson for the series of 
" American Men of Letters ; " Dr. Green has printed a series 
of seven tracts on the History of Groton ; Mr. Lodge has 
edited the first volume of a new edition of the Works of 
Alexander Hamilton ; Mr. Morse has added a Life of John 
Adams to the series of " Lives of American Statesmen," of 
which he is editor ; the third and fourth volumes of the 
" Narrative and Critical History of America," edited by Mr. 
Winsor, are announced ; and Mr. Seudder has published a 
popular History of the United States. Mr. Whitmore and 
Mr. Appleton, as Record Commissioners of the City of Boston, 
have issued a new report containing the Records of the Bos- 
ton Selectmen from 1701 to 1715; and a Commission appointed 
by the Governor under a resolve of the Legislature, three of 
whom — Dr. Green, Mr. Winsor, and Mr. Upham — were 
members of this Society, has made a very interesting report 
upon the condition of the Records, Files, Papers* and Docu- 
ments in the Secretary's Department. Besides these labors in 
our special field, Dr. Peabody has published a volume of Bac- 
calaureate Sermons and translations of Cicero de Senectute 
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and de Amicitia; and Professor Park, a volume of Sermons. 
Nor ought we to omit among the labors of the year the two 
courses of lectures before the Lowell Institute, by Mr. Ropes 
and General Walker; or the lectures on the " Old North End," 
delivered in Boston by Mr. Porter. 

The past year, however, will be most memorable to the 
Society, because it closes the official labors of the distinguished 
gentleman who for thirty years has presided over its meetings 
and guided its proceedings. This is not the time — may that 
time be still far distant ! — to speak adequately of his eminent 
services in this honorable position ; but it would be affectation 
in the Council to omit all reference to what is remembered with 
deep regret by everybody present to-day, — that this will be 
the last time that he will occupy, as President, the chair which 
he has filled with such ability, dignity, courtesy, and patience. 
The thirty years which have elapsed since his first election 
form a most momentous period in the history of our country 
and of the world ; crowded with more great events than any 
age since that French Revolution in the midst of which the 
Society was organized. The remarkable growth in the pros- 
perity and usefulness of the Society since that memorable 
annual meeting in 1855 when Mr. Winthrop succeeded to the 
place so long filled by the venerable historian and antiquary 
Mr. Savage, maybe seen by examining the volume of Proceed- 
ings which begins with it, and was the first one ever printed 
by us, and comparing our resources and condition to-day with 
what they were then ; and it is the universal testimony, in 
public and private, of those who have held office during this 
time, and have the means of knowing, that this growth is in a 
great degree due to the devoted attention of the President to 
the administration of the Society's affairs, and to his untiring 
efforts in every way to further its interests. While feeling most 
deeply the loss which his retirement inflicts upon us, we can 
be thankful to the gracious Providence which has spared him, 
through the dangers of the past winter, to watch that pros- 
perity of which he has been to so great an extent the creator, 
to receive constant proofs of our gratitude, and to still aid us 
by his advice and suggestions. 

C. H. Hill, for the Council. 
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Report of the Librarian. 

During the year there have been added to the Library : — 

Books 906 

Pamphlets 5,777 

Unbound volumes of newspapers 20 

Bound volumes of newspapers 6 

Broadsides 26 

Maps 25 

Volumes of manuscripts 47 

Manuscripts 113 

In all 6,920 

Of the books added, 664 have been given, 194 bought, and 
48 obtained by exchange. Of the pamphlets added, 3,457 
have been given, 250 bought, and 2,070 have been procured 
by exchange. 

From the income of the Savage Fund, there have been 
bought 193 volumes and 250 pamphlets ; and 79 volumes 
have been bound at the charge of the same fund. 

From the income of the fund left by the late William Win- 
throp for binding, 221 volumes have been bound. 

Several important accessions have been made during the 
year, which deserve a special notice. An interesting collection 
of music books, consisting of 162 volumes, has been received 
as a bequest of our late associate member, Williams Latham, 
Esq. And within a few weeks George H. R. Preble, Esq., 
has sent to the Library, in accordance with the wishes of his 
late lamented father, our former valued associate, Rear- 
Admiral George Henry Preble, of the United States Navy, a 
collection of his writings, all handsomely bound and enriched 
with many engravings and other illustrations. They contain 
a large number of manuscript additions and corrections, besides 
valuable autograph letters concerning the various subjects 
mentioned in the books. A suitable book-plate has been 
prepared for this unique collection. 

Mr. Francis Parkman has given 35 bound and 3 unbound 
volumes of historical manuscripts relating to the French in 
America. 

Mr. Amos A. Lawrence has continued his gifts of works 
connected with the Civil War, having added 21 volumes and 
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547 pamphlets. There are now in the Rebellion department 
1,389 volumes, 3,452 pamphlets, 729 broadsides, and 71 maps. 

The Library now contains, it is estimated, about 30,000 
volumes, including the files of bound newspapers, the bound 
manuscripts, and the Dowse collection. The number of 
pamphlets is about 70,000. 

During the year there have been taken out 85 volumes, 15 
pamphlets, and 1 map, and all have been returned; though 
with the statement of this fact, it should be said that the 
Library is used more for reference than for circulation. 
Respectfully submitted, 

Samuel A. Green, Librarian. 

Boston, April 0, 1885. 

Report of the Cabinet-keeper. 

During the past year there have been twenty donations to 
the Cabinet, consisting of engravings, heliotypes, photographs, 
and miscellaneous articles, most of which have been already 
reported. They are as follows : — 

A daguerreotype of Governor Charles Robinson, of Kansas, and one 
of John Brown, taken in 1856. Given by Amos A. Lawrence. 

A photograph of Obadiah Fenner. 

Two photographic views of the building, Nos. 50 and 52 State Street, 
before it was taken down. Given by the Massachusetts Hospital Life 
Insurance Company. 

A photograph of the view of the first lighthouse built in Boston 
Harbor. Given by Edward W. West. 

A photograph of the bust of John Bright. Given by the Hon. 
Robert C. Winthrop. 

A view of the Bingham School, Orange County, North Carolina. 
Given by Henry W. Foote. 

A battle-field memorial, Lexington, — a sketch. Given by Edward G. 
Porter. 

A lithograph of the Instruction of the Town of Maiden to their 
Representatives in 1776. Given by Mrs. Mary Pratt Cook. 

Two heliotype facsimiles of manuscripts relating to Daniel and W. 
Dyer. Given by Edward Channing. 

A view of the old Fairbanks House, Dedham. 

A lithograph of the Great Seal of the Lords Proprietors of Carolina. 
Given by the Hon. William A. Courtenay. 

An India proof of the vignette engraved for the Bonds of General 
Walker's Republic of Nicaragua, 1855. Given by A. V. S. Anthony. 
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The medal struck by Congress for Captain James Biddle, for the 
capture of the " Penguin " by the United States ship " Hornet," 1815. 
Given by the late George H. Preble. 

A China plate given to George Washington by one of the French Gen- 
erals of the Eevolutionary War. Given by bequest of Ebenezer Thayer. 

Two samplers made by the sister and niece of Governor Hutchinson, 
and brought from Italy by Mrs. Isabelle James, Cambridge. Given by 
Mrs. Lucius Alexander, Florence, Italy. 

Silver medal struck at the dedication of the Washington Monument, 
Feb. 22, 1885. Presented by the Hon. R. C. Winthrop. 

The Catalogue of paintings, engravings, busts, and miscel- 
laneous articles belonging to the Cabinet will, it is hoped, be 
ready at the next meeting. 

Respectfully submitted, 

F. E. Oliver, Cabinet-keeper. 

Report of the Treasurer. 

In compliance with the requirements of the By-laws, Chap- 
ter VII., Article 1, the Treasurer respectfully submits his 
Annual Report, made up to March 31, 1885. 

The special funds held by him are nine in number, and are 
as follows : — 

I. The Appleton Fund, which was created Nov. 18, 1854, 
by the gift to the Society, from the executors of the will of the 
late Samuel Appleton, of stocks of the appraised value of ten 
thousand dollars. These stocks were subsequently sold for 
$12,203, at which sum the fund now stands. Interest, at the 
rate of six per cent per annum, is computed on that amount, 
and is chargeable on the real estate. The income is applicable 
to "the procuring, preserving, preparation, and publication of 
historical papers." The unexpended balance of income now 
on hand, and the income for the ensuing year will be sufficient 
for the publication of the volume of Pickering Papers now in 
preparation. 

II. The Massachusetts Historical Trust-Fund, which 
now stands, with the accumulated income, at 110,000. This 
fund originated in a gift of two thousand dollars from the late 
Hon. David Sears, presented Oct. 15, 1855, and accepted by 
the Society Nov. 8, 1855. On Dec. 26, 1866, it was increased 
by a gift of five hundred dollars from Mr. Sears, and another 
of the same amount from our late associate, Mr. Nathaniel 
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Thayer. The income must be appropriated in accordance with 
the directions in Mr. Sears's declaration of trust in the printed 
Proceedings for November, 1855. Interest, at the rate of six 
per cent per annum, is chargeable on the real estate of the 
Society. The cost of publishing the first volume of the Trum- 
bull Papers has been charged to the income of this fund ; and 
there is a small balance on hand which is available toward the 
publication of a second volume. 

III. The Dowse Fund, which was given to the Society 
by the executors of the will of the late Thomas Dowse, April 
9, 1857, for the " safe keeping " of the Dowse Library. It 
amounts to $10,000, and is a charge on the real estate. 

IV. The Peabody Fund, which was presented by the late 
George Peabody, in a letter dated Jan. 1, 1867, and now 
amounts to $22,123. It is invested in the seven per cent bonds 
of the Boston and Albany Railroad Co., and a deposit in the 
Suffolk Savings Bank ; and the income is only available for 
the publication and illustration of the Society's Proceedings and 
Memoirs, and for the preservation of the Society's Historical 
Portraits. 

V. The Savage Fund, which was a bequest from the late 
Hon. James Savage, received in June, 1873, and now stands 
on the books at the sum of $5,295. It is invested in the bonds 
of the Philadelphia, Wilmington, and Baltimore Railroad Co., 
and in the stock of the Boston Gas-Light Co. The income is 
to be used for the increase of the Society's Library. 

VI. The Erastus B. Bigelow Fund, which was given in 
February, 1881, by Mrs. Helen Bigelow Merriman, in recog- 
nition of her father's interest in the work of the Society. 
The original sum was one thousand dollars; but the interest up 
to this date having been added to the principal, it now stands 
at $1,272.59. There is no restriction as to the use to be made 
of this fund. 

VII. The William Winthrop Fund, which amounts to 
the sum of $3,000, and was received Oct. 13, 1882, under the 
will of the late William Winthrop, for many years a Cor- 
responding Member of the Society. The income is to be 
applied " to the binding for better preservation of the valuable 
manuscripts and books appertaining to the Society." 

VIII. The Richard Frothingham Fund, which repre- 
sents a gift to the Society, on the 23d of March, 1883, from 

10 
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the widow of our late Treasurer, of a certificate of twenty 
shares in the Union Stock Yard and Transit Co., of Chicago, 
and of the stereotype plates of Mr. Frothingham's " Siege of 
Boston," "Life of Joseph Warren," and "Rise of the Repub- 
lic." The fund stands on the Treasurer's books at $3,000. 
There are no restrictions on the uses to which the income 
may be applied. In accordance with a vote of the Society 
passed March 12, 1885, the cost of publishing a Catalogue of the 
Society's Cabinet will be charged to the income of this fund. 

IX. The General Fund, which now amounts to $5,200, 
and represents a legacy of two thousand dollars from the late 
Henry Harris, received in July, 1867, a legacy of one thousand 
dollars from the late George Bemis, received in March, 1879, 
a legacy of one thousand dollars from the late Williams La- 
tham, received in May, 1884, a bequest of five shares in the 
Cincinnati Gas-Light and Coke Co., from our late Recording 
Secretary, George Dexter, received in June, 1884, four com- 
mutation fees of one hundred and fifty dollars each, and a 
gift of one hundred dollars from our late distinguished asso- 
ciate, Ralph Waldo Emerson. It is invested in a bond of the 
Quincy and Palmyra Railroad Co., for one thousand dollars, 
and five shares of stock in the Cincinnati Gas-Light and Coke 
Co., of the par value of five hundred dollars. Thirty-seven 
hundred dollars have been paid from it toward the reduction 
of the mortgage debt ; and this sum is an incumbrance on the 
real estate of the Society. 

The following abstracts and the trial balance show the 
present condition of the several accounts : — 

CASH ACCOUNT. 

1884. DEB1TS - 

March 31. To balance on hand 1906.10 

1885. 
March 81. To receipts as follows : — 

General Account 11,243.44 

Legacy of Williams Latham 1,000.00 

Hannibal and St. Joseph R. R. Co. bond 1,000.00 

Commutation Fee 150.00 

Income of Peabody Fund 1,470.00 

Income of Savage Fund 350.00 

Income of Richard Frothingham Fund 193.20 

Interest, Sinking Fund 26.67 

$16,339.41 

March 31. To balance brought down $1,331 29 
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1885. cbbwts. 

March 81. By payments as follows : — 

Reduction of mortgage debt §8,000.00 

Income of Peabody Fund 1,358.59 

Income of Savage Fund 445.08 

Income of William Winthrop Fund 307.55 

Income of Massachusetts Historical Trust-Fund . . 1,132.91 

Income of Richard Frothingbam Fund 355.40 

General Account 3,408.59 

By balance on hand 1,331.29 

$16,339.41 



GENERAL ACCOUNT. 



1885. DEB1M ' 



March 31. To sundry payments : — 

J. H. Tuttle, salary $1,200.00 

Interest on mortgage 987.60 

Copying Sewall's Letter Book 8.00 

Printing, stationery, binding, and postage .... 126.98 

Fuel and light 187.59 

Care of fire, etc 855.34 

Miscellaneous expenses and repairs 443.18 

H. F. Waters, for researches in England 100.00 

Income of Appleton Fund 732.18 

Income of Massachusetts Historical Trust-Fund . . 600.00 

Income of Dowse Fund 600.00 

Income of E. B. Bigelow Fund 72.03 

Income of William Winthrop Fund 180.00 

Sinking Fund 2,000.00 

Building account 3,823.33 

To balance to new account 5,178.41 

$16,694.54 



fQQA CREDITS. 

March 31. By balance on hand . .$4,751.10 

1885. 

March 31. By sundry receipts : — 

Rent of Building 9,000.00 

Income of General Fund 267.40 

Interest 100.59 

Income of Dowse Fund 600.00 

Admission Fees 125.00 

Assessments 890.00 

Sales of publications, etc 860.45 

$16,694.64 
March 31. By balance brought down $5,178.41 
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Income of Appleton Fund. 

CREDITS. 

1884. 
March 31. By balance brought forward $1,004.82 

1885. 
March 31. By one year's interest on $12,203 principal 732.18 

$1,737.00 

1885. 
March 31. By amount brought down $1,737.00 

Income of William Winthrop Fund. 

DEBITS. 

1885. 
March 31. To amount paid for binding $307.55 

March 81. To balance brought down $12.15 

CREDITS. 

1884. 
March 31. By balance brought forward $115.40 

1885. 

March 31. By interest on $3,000 principal 180.00 

„ balance carried forward 12.15 

$307.55 
Income of Massachusetts Historical Trust-Fund. 

DEBITS. 

1885. 
March 31. To amount paid on account of Trumbull Papers .... $1,132.91 
„ balance carried forward 133.09 

$1,266.00 

CREDITS. 

1884. 

March 31. By amount brought forward , . . . . $666.00 

Sept. 1. „ one year's interest on $10,000 principal 600.00 

$1,266.00 

1885. 
March 31. By balance brought down i $133.09 



Income of Richard Frothingham Fund. 

DEBITS. 

1885. 
March 31. To amount paid on account of Catalogue of Cabinet . . $355.40 

March 31. To balance brought down $12.20 
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CREDITS. 

1884. 

March 81. By amount brought forward $150.00 

1885. 

March 31. By dividends received 140.00 

„ copyright received 53.20 

„ balance carried forward 12.20 

$355.40 

Income of Dowse Fund. 

1885. DEBITS - 

March 31. To amount placed to credit of General Account .... #600.00 

1885. CMI>ITS - 
March 31. By one year's interest on $10,000 principal $600.00 



Income of Peabody Fund. 

DEBITS. 

1885. 
March 81. To amount paid for printing, binding, preservation of 

historical portraits, etc $1,358.59 

„ balance carried forward 118.95 

$1,477.54 

CREDITS. 

1884. 
March 81. By balance brought forward $7.54 

1885. 
March 31. By one year's interest on railroad bonds 1,470.00 

$1,477.54 
March 31. By balance brought down $118.95 

Income of Savage Fund. 

DEBITS. 

1885. 
March 31. To amount paid for books $445.08 

March 31. To balance brought down $84.40 

CREDITS. 

1884. 

March 31. By balance brought forward $10.68 

1885. 

March 31. By dividends on gas stock $50.00 

„ interest on railroad bonds 300.00 

„ balance carried forward • 84.40 

$445.08 
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Sinking Fund. 

DEBITS. 

1885. 
Jan. 17. To amount applied to reduction of mortgage $2,026.67 



CREDITS. 

1884. 
Sept. 30. By amount transferred from the General Account .... $2,000.00 

1885. 
Jan. 17. By interest received 26.67 



$2,026.67 



TRIAL BALANCE. 

DEBITS. 

Cash $1,331.29 

Real Estate 103,280.19 

Investments 52;618.00 

Income of Savage Fund 84.40 

Income of William Wintbrop Fund 12.15 

Income of Richard Frothingham Fund 12.20 

$157,338.23 



CREDITS. 

Notes Payable $10,000.00 

Building Account 68,077.19 

AppletonFund 12,203.00 

Dowse Fund 10,000.00 

Massachusetts Historical Trust-Fund 10,000.00 

Peabody Fund 22,123.00 

Savage Fund 5,295.00 

Erastus B. Bigelow Fund 1,272.59 

William Winthrop Fund 3,000.00 

Richard Frothingham Fund 3,000.00 

General Fund 5,200.00 

Income of Massachusetts Historical Trust-Fund . 133.09 

Income of Appleton Fund 1,737.00 

Income of Peabody Fund 118.95 

General Account 5,178.41 

$157,338.23 



The real estate is subject to the following incumbrances, — 
the balance of the mortgage note ($10,000), the principal of 
the Appleton Fund ($12,203), of the Massachusetts Histori- 
cal Trust-Fund ($10,000), of the Dowse Fund ($10,000), of 
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the Erastus B. Bigelow Fund ($1,272.59), and of the William 
Winthrop Fund (#3,000) and a part of the principal of the 
General Fund ($3,700), making in the aggregate, $50,175.59. 
against $55,953.56 last year. 

Chables C. Smith, 

Treasurer. 
Boston, March 31, 1885. 

Report of the Auditing Committee. 

The undersigned, a Committee appointed to examine the 
accounts of the Treasurer of the Massachusetts Historical 
Society, as made up to March 31, 1885, have attended to their 
duty, and report that they find them correctly kept and 
properly vouched ; that the securities held by the Treasurer 
for the several funds correspond with the statement in his 
Annual Report ; that the balance of cash on hand is satisfac- 
torily accounted for ; and that the Trial Balance is accurately 
taken from the Ledger. 



Boston, April 7, 1885. 



George B. Chase, ) n 
. m n Committee. 

Augustus T. Peekins, J 



Mr. Saltonstall read the report of the Nominating Com- 
mittee, which was as follows : — 

The Committee appointed to nominate a list of officers of 
the Society for the coming year, beg leave to submit the 
following report : — 

President. 
GEOEGE E. ELLIS Boston. 

Vice-Presidents. 

CHARLES DEANE Cambridge. 

FRANCIS PARKMAN Boston. 

Recording Secretary. 
EDWARD J. YOUNG Cambridge. 

Corresponding Secretary. 
JUSTIN WINSOB Cambridge. 

Treasurer. 
CHARLES C. SMITH Boston. 
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Librarian. 
SAMUEL A. GREEN Boston. 

Cabinet-keeper. 
FITCH EDWARD OLIVER Boston. 

Executive Committee of the Council. 

WILLIAM W. GREENOUGH Boston. 

SAMUEL C. COBB Boston. 

ABBOTT LAWRENCE Boston. 

ABNER C. GOODELL, Jb Salem. 

MELLEN CHAMBERLAIN Boston. 

The Committee did not consider the name of the gentleman 
who has so long held the position of President of the Society, 
in connection with that office, as it was understood that Mr. 
Winthrop's decision to retire was final. Had the Committee 
not been fully satisfied on this point, it is unnecessary to say 
that his name only would have been thought of. Sixth in the 
line of honored men who have occupied that office, he has for 
more than forty-five years, or nearly one half the period of its 
existence, been an active member, and for thirty years its 
President. Instead of the small and indifferent attendance 
which formerly marked the meetings of the Society, its mem- 
bership being only sixty, it now, under its new charter, consists 
of one hundred, and the average attendance is treble what it 
was. New life has been infused into it ; and never has Mr. 
Winthrop occupied the chair without contributing to its pro- 
ceedings interesting and valuable material from the rich stores 
of his memory, from his varied correspondence with distin- 
guished scholars at home or abroad, or from abundant treasures 
gathered during his visits to Europe. His letters during these 
visits have frequently proved fertile in subjects of value and 
deep interest, much of which enriches the volumes of the 
Society's Proceedings. In his absence the Society has always 
felt the loss of his cheering presence, and has greeted him 
warmly on his return ; but never until his recovery from his 
recent dangerous illness was the welcome given him so ex- 
pressive of the esteem and affection in which he is held by its 
members. 

During the thirty years of Mr. Winthrop's Presidency the 
Society's publications have trebled in bulk and in value. It 
has become sole owner of this building, has raised it two stories 
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and made it fire-proof, and in one year more it expects to pay- 
off the remainder of the debt (over $60,000) incurred in its 
purchase and improvement. 

To his thoughtful suggestion is directly owing George Pea- 
body's generous gift of twenty thousand dollars. The Dowse 
Library and fund for its equipment are also a most memorable 
feature in the Society's history during his Presidency. To his 
devoted effort and untiring zeal more than to any other, or to 
all causes combined, is owing the growth of the Society in 
usefulness and in reputation. During the thirty years of his 
Presidency it may truly be said that Mr. Winthrop has ever 
carried the Society with him both at home and abroad ; and it 
is needless to add that nowhere has it failed to be adequately 
represented. 

Your Committee, therefore, does not consider that it would 
be fitting or proper that so long and distinguished a term of 
service, to which so much is owed, should come to an end 
unmarked. Various means of commemorating it have been 
thought of. But among these, none has so much commended 
itself to the judgment of your Committee as a suggestion from 
some of the more active members, that a full-length portrait of 
Mr. Winthrop should be obtained, — the gift of individuals, but 
to which all members of the Society would be at liberty to 
contribute, — and should be placed in the rooms of the Society 
with a suitable inscription. 

No formal action is called for to bring this about. It is un- 
derstood that in accordance with the suggestion now made, a 
committee of members will be formed, who will take the mat- 
ter in charge. This course will doubtless be most agreeable to 
Mr. Winthrop, as being the voluntary and spontaneous act of 
those composing the Society over which he has for so many 
years presided. It will best mark, too, the esteem in which 
the donors hold him, and the personal affection which they 
will always feel towards him. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 

Charles F. Adams, Jr., \ 
Leverett Saltonstall, J Committee. 
John Lowell, ) 

The officers named above were then elected for the ensuing 
year. 

11 
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The thanks of the Society were voted to Messrs. Hill and 
Adams, the retiring members of the Council, for their services. 

Dr. Ellis, on taking the chair, then said : — 

I must gratefully recognize my high appreciation of the 
honor of being placed in the chair of this Society, the oldest of 
the now numerous associations of the class in our country, — 
lacking but six years to complete a century. The honor is 
twofold: first, in the place assigned me; and second, in being 
the successor in it of one who has for thirty years filled the 
chair with such grace and dignity, such wealth of attainments 
and accomplishments. Happily, we are not to feel that we 
have parted with him ; remembering the venerable years with 
which his predecessor continued with us after his retirement 
from our Presidency. 

There are living now only ten of his associates of this 
Society who welcomed Mr. Winthrop to this chair. But I 
speak for you all, especially for those longest in membership, 
when I say of him, present or absent, that our respect for his 
character, our estimate of his talents and gifts, our admiration 
of his full and rich culture, his stores of knowledge, his elo- 
quence of utterance, and of his exquisite courtesy in his 
office, have drawn to him our profoundest esteem, and, I may 
add, our personal affection. 

After the manner of speech of our fathers, — speech which 
carried with it reverent faith, — we might well say that Mr. 
Winthrop has been a Providential President for us. His 
name and lineage are largely suggestive of the intent of this 
Society, — to trace the springs and course of the history of 
Massachusetts. Of equal value with our charter, is deposited 
in our Cabinet the autograph Journal of John Winthrop, the 
founder of this city and commonwealth. Begun in Old Eng- 
land, continued on the high seas, and closed in a wilderness 
scene within a stone's cast from where we are now gathered, 
that precious record of twenty years of exile tells us what 
we would most wish to know, and are told nowhere else, of 
our beginnings. Honor and veneration from the first and on- 
ward attach to that name, now fitly borne by a town, a church, 
a sehoolhouse, a street, and a public square near us, and com- 
memorated by the oldest portrait in our Senate-chamber, and 
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by statues in the highway, the Chapel of our garden Cemetery 
and at the Capitol of the nation. 

I had been in membership of this Society many years before 
Mr. Winthrop's accession to the Presidency, and can well re- 
call the forms — I shrink from saying how many — of those, 
honored among us, who have vanished one by one. Rather 
would I sum together the auspicious and the fruitful inci- 
dents and events which during the last thirty years have so 
invigorated and enriched the life and activity of this Society. 
Soon after Mr. Winthrop acceded to the chair, a change in 
our charter extended the limit of our membership from sixty 
to one hundred, and another change empowered us to hold 
an increased amount of property. This building, also, thor- 
oughly reconstructed for convenience and security, has nearly 
come under our sole ownership, with a valuable rental for a 
part of it from the county. The acquisition of this rich and 
unique Dowse Library, with its furnishings and its fund, was 
gratefully welcomed by us, as well it might be. Our largest 
pecuniary endowment has come to us from George Peabody ; 
and that we owe, hardly indirectly, to Mr. Winthrop, to 
and for whom, after good advice and counsel in the direction 
of his vast munificence, Mr. Peabody paid this personal trib- 
ute, under the guise of a donation to us. Had not Mr. Win- 
throp been our President, Mr. Peabody had not been our 
benefactor. Again, there came to the light, almost from 
oblivion, in Connecticut, a quarter of a century ago, a large 
mass of papers of the Winthrop family, for nearly six genera- 
tions, and of nearly two hundred years' accretion, beginning 
with those of our first Governor's grandfather in England. 
Many of these papers are of the highest value, and most of 
them have a curious interest. Beside Winthrop Papers ear- 
lier scattered through all our Collections, this treasure-trove 
has already since furnished, without by any means being ex- 
hausted, the contents of four of our solid volumes. The pub- 
lication of the Proceedings of our monthly meetings was first 
prompted by Mr. Winthrop, involving much labor for our 
faithful workers. The twenty-first volume in that series is 
distributed among us to-day. Seventeen volumes of our Col- 
lections, and one of a course of lectures before the Lowell 
Institute, have been added to our Publications. Many other 
generous funds, a large increase of the treasures on our shelves 
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and in our Cabinet, and a general renewal, refreshing and 
vitalizing, of all the interests and operations of the Societj'', 
have signalized the period of Mr. Winthrop's Presidency. 
And what works or words wiser and more valuable than his 
own have been done and spoken here ! We have all profited 
by the gatherings from his frequent visits to Europe ; his social 
relations with eminent statesmen and scholars, of whom he 
has made instructive and eloquent memorials to us ; and his 
felicitous tributes, discriminating and discerning, to many of 
the distinguished good and wise and serviceable, who have 
passed from our own fellowship. Nor can we leave unmen- 
tioned the beautiful and graceful hospitality of his which we 
have shared in town and country. 

I have held, and may have ventured to express, the convic- 
tion that in the near or distant future the term of Mr. Win- 
throp's Presidency may be referred to as a golden period in 
the records of this Society, for its full harmony, its healthful 
prosperity, and for the good work accomplished. Hencefor- 
ward, more and more, it should be a prime object for those in 
its limited membership, to reinforce it by inviting to it men, 
young or mature, with acquisitions and trained intelligence, 
with congenial tastes, and, whatever the profession or task- 
work which engages them, with a degree of leisure to be 
spent in these rooms and with these materials. 

Mr. Wikthbop then rose, and after the applause which 
greeted him had subsided, spoke with much feeling as fol- 
lows : — 

You have quite overcome me, Mr. President and Gentle- 
men, by the tributes which have just been paid me. I can 
find no words for any adequate acknowledgment of them. It 
could not be without emotion that I came here this morning 
to take the chair for the last time, after a service of thirty 
years as your President. But I dare not trust myself to 
attempt an expression of the feelings which the occasion has 
awakened. I can only offer my sincere thanks to the Execu- 
tive Committee, and the Nominating Committee, and to your- 
self, Mr. President, for the kind and complimentary terms in 
which you have spoken of me, and of which I shall ever cher- 
ish a most grateful remembrance. 
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I look back, over nearly forty-six years, to the time when I 
first became a member of this Society, and find not one left 
of those with whom I was then so proud to be associated. 
Among them were the fathers or the grandfathers of not a 
few of those whom I am happy to recognize around me at 
this moment, — John Quincy Adams and Josiah Quincy, Lev- 
erett Saltonstall and Samuel Hoar, Edward Everett and 
Nathan Hale, Judge White and Dr. Alexander Young, — 
not forgetting my own honored father, who was then our 
President. 

Even of those who were members when I entered upon the 
Presidency thirty years ago, only ten, as you have said, or 
twelve at the most, are still among the living. I look in vain 
for that remarkable group of historians and men of letters by 
whom I have been so often surrounded in former years, — 
Preseott and Sparks and Everett and Ticknor and Motley 
and Longfellow and Hillard and Emerson. Many of our 
most efficient workers of those days are gone too, — George 
Livermore and Chandler Robbins and Dr. Shurtleff and 
Richard Frothingham, — to whom I have owed not a little 
of the satisfaction and success of my administration, and to 
whose memory I gladly pay this passing homage. 

But I will not dwell longer on the past. We have Holmes 
and Parkman here with us, — and Dr. Peabody and Charles 
Francis Adams, Jr., and Cabot Lodge — to name no others; 
while with Dr. Ellis and Dr. Deane and Mr. Smith and Mr. 
Winsor and Dr. Green in immediate charge of our Proceed- 
ings, and with a devoted Secretary to record them, our Society 
can lose nothing of its character or its usefulness. It will close 
its first century, and enter on its second century, as you have 
reminded us, six years hence, with no diminished claims, I 
am assured, to the confidence and grateful recognition of 
all who take an interest in Historical pursuits ; while it can 
never lose its prestige as the oldest Historical Society in our 
country. 

Let me only say, in conclusion, that I rejoice that, in taking 
leave of the Presidency, I am by no means taking leave of the 
Society. Not only will my name retain its place, as long as a 
kind Providence shall still spare my life, at the head of your 
roll, as the senior member in the order of election, but I hope 
to be no rare or infrequent attendant at your meetings, and 
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occasionally to avail myself of the privilege of the Third Sec- 
tion in making a communication for our Proceedings. I can 
say no more. 

Before resuming his seat Mr. Winthrop extended a cordial 
invitation to the members of the Society to lunch with him at 
his residence, No. 90 Marlborough Street, at two o'clock. 



